Fulwood Juniors U16’s Season 2009-10.

The Blue and White Army March On.

It all started back in August’09. Red, hot sunny days, training on well tended, smooth grass at Archbishop Temple. Players whinging that it was too much like hard work. Angela in charge of getting some fitness back after the summer holidays, helped by Laura, and thoroughly putting them through the mill.

Team selection finalised, players registered and ready for action. Expectations for the triple was part of the banter!!! {That is Cup, League and Sportsmanship titles. (a treble treble!)}.

First game was a 2-1 win v Deepdale, our local rivals….a good start, but closely followed by 2 draws to Myerscough (2-2) and Hoole (3-3; they clawed one back in the final minute) but at least we were scoring plenty of goals this season. Next followed a great 6-2 win over Poulton, but disaster struck in the next game with our first defeat of the season v Penwortham (5-1).

The performances had been somewhat erratic but there was a strong feeling of optimism and a belief that the team would come good. (that will be the sports psychology subliminally coached then…..).

Keepers Rory and Ryan were sharing their duties, and there was nothing to separate them, both playing well. Defensively a selection from six; Matt Jones, Dan Tudor, Chris Higgins, Tom Whittle, Nick Ormerod and Ryan McKeown meant that getting the combination right was essential.

The midfield was beginning to work well together. Focussed around Ben Grahan, the others; George McNeilly, Chris hazard, Ben Parkinson, Alasdair Miller and Bradley OLoughlin were putting in great performances when called upon.

And up front the ever present Jordan Carr and Ryan Worthington (returning to fitness from serious illness) were leading the attack admirably. But the results hadn’t reflected the management expectations to date. ….

Winter saw the team not play for 3 months, meanwhile Angela’s serious fitness training continued through rain, snow and ice and when the games kicked off again the team was in peak condition and desperate to play and make their mark.

2010 saw 7 straight wins including a spectacular quarter final cup win against Premiership side Longridge (2-1) making this team the first in the history of Fulwood Juniors to reach a cup semi final.  We were on target for the treble at last!

This enthusiasm however was short lived when a must win game against the current league leaders was lost, along with the teams usual composure under pressure. The league title would only be possible if Penwortham St Teresa’s slipped up in their remaining games and we also returned to our usual winning ways. A teaching session on sport psychology followed at training that week, which the team took on board and it helped to regain their perspective.

The following week saw the team on “Our Day Out to Wigan” for the cup semi final at Appley Bridge. A further defeat against a very strong team and the eventual cup winners unfortunately followed. So the treble dreams had diminished but the league runner up trophy was still up for grabs. We needed 3 points from our final 3 games to secure the position and the first game was against the current 2nd in the league; Gregson Lane. Games against this team over the years have always been close and hard fought and this was no exception with the final score being a 1-1 draw.  That was their season finished, but we still needed the 3 points to leap frog them  into second place. This was achieved the following week at Poulton in a 7-2 win. We had done it. League Runners up and more silverware, so we weren’t disappointed at not retaining the Sportsmanship award, especially as the Team were now managed by the Central Lancs. League Manager of the Year 2010. 

We were off to the Central Lancs. League presentation for the 3rd year running. Who would have believed it. Three years ago we were bottom of the league, finishing with just 7 points. What a turnaround and show of determination by essentially the same bunch of lads.

 This has been a culmination of hard work and effort of all the squad, the assistant manager/ physio/ trainer/ psychologist – Angela, assistant coach - Laura and the bigger “team”.... the very supportive parent following, led by the fast moving Brendan Kellett running the line on matchdays.

……. But most of all this season has been about all of us having a good time as a team, enjoying ourselves when either training or playing competitive football.  Everybody involved has developed a deeper level of friendship and respect, with a great deal of humour and banter along the way. The squad have matured and developed into great lads and having supplied them with Jammie Dodgers and Jaffa Cakes throughout the seasons, we look forward to them buying us a pint in return, in the years to come.

