U13’s 2009/10 Season Review

Like all good stories our season has a beginning, middle and an end.  It started on a soaking wet Tuesday evening in September with a result we would all prefer to forget and when everyone felt it was going to be a long hard season.  However with another defeat but much improved performance in the next game things started looking up.  

Two wins on the trot followed and we showed we had turned a corner.  The next game though was against the league leaders, who up until then were on maximum points and hadn’t conceded a goal so expectations weren’t too high.  Those expectations didn’t improve when several players got lost on the way to the ground and only just arrived in time, the warm up was more of a ‘cock up’ and team changes had to be made just before kick off.  However what followed will live long in the memory.  It turned out to be one of the best games we’ve ever played in and certainly one of our best performances.  Even though we went 2-0 down we were always in it and after scoring our first which seemed to stun the opposition we pulled it back to 2-2 by half time.  The second half was even better and could have gone either way when at 4-4 we managed to clinch the winner, the rest of that weekend was spent somewhere on cloud 10!

We then had another win and another defeat before the long enforced winter break.  With games postponed week after week firstly due to water logging and then ice and snow we went a full three months without a game.  Having booked the sports hall for the winter months turned out to be a blinder!  When other teams couldn’t train, even on the astro-turf, we carried on mainly playing short, fast paced 5 or 6 a-side games.  They turned out to be a great work out, keeping fitness levels up and to say they were highly competitive is a bit of an understatement!  

The middle of January saw our first game of 2010 and it showed we weren’t rusty after the long break with a 5-0 demolition of the slightly under strength league leaders.  We made a draw with them in our third meeting and remain the only team in the league to take as many as seven points from them this season.  Another win, a draw and then a defeat saw us bounce back with another of our best performances of the season beating the eventual champions 6-2 and another visit to cloud 10!  We are the only team to have defeated them this season.         

This proved to be our finest hour, after another couple of wins our season came to an abrupt end with three straight defeats.  Although one was a poor performance and against the deserved champions the other two defeats showed guts and determination and the lads can be rightly proud of the way they conducted themselves in the face of adversity particularly in the penultimate game were we only narrowly lost 3-2.

Overall this has been a fantastic first season at 11 a-side with a creditable 4th place finish.  Performances have been frustrating at times and brilliant at others.  There were some outstanding individual performances and great improvements throughout the squad and in team play over this season.   Their conduct and the way the lads have played in the true spirit of the game have been exemplary and this was reflected by comments from Referees and other managers alike.  The enthusiasm, the banter and camaraderie of the lads both at training and at matches has been a joy and we are already looking forward to playing at Under 14 and to whatever next season brings.

Finally on a personal note, I have been awarded Central Lancs. Manager of the year in the u13/u14 category.  This was a surprise and totally unexpected but as it’s voted for by the other club’s managers it’s an honour to receive it.  However I can’t take all the credit for it, Ken has played a major part and I’m sure it must also be down to the lads and the way you’ve played and enjoyed yourselves so we can all share in this award, and a big thanks to you all for that.  Thanks also to Mick and Mark for their excellent running of the line this season and for regularly warming up Will, and also to everyone else that has supported us and helped out this season particularly on match days.  It’s all much appreciated.
Enjoy the summer break and let’s hope for a good World Cup!

